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§124 Who supervises the Bureau of
Indian Affairs uniformed police, de-
tention, and conservation enforce-
ment functions?

The agency superintendent is di-
rectly responsible for the operation and
management of BIA uniformed police
operations, detention facilities, and
conservation enforcement operations
at any agency having these programs.
The agency superintendent must also
ensure technical support is provided to
any agency contracting the law en-
forcement and/or detention program.

Subpart B—Policies and Standards

§12.11 Do I have to follow these regu-
lations?

You must follow the minimum stand-
ards outlined in the regulations in this
part if you are part of a BIA or tribal
law enforcement program receiving
Federal funding or operating under a
BIA law enforcement commission.

§12.12 What about self-determination?

The regulations in this part are not
intended to discourage contracting of
Indian country law enforcement pro-
grams under the Indian Self-deter-
mination and Education Assistance
Act (Pub. L. 93-638, as amended, 25
U.S.C. 450). The Deputy Commissioner
of Indian Affairs will ensure minimum
standards are maintained in high risk
activities where the Federal govern-
ment retains liability and the responsi-
bility for settling tort claims arising
from contracted law enforcement pro-
grams. It is not fair to law abiding citi-
zens of Indian country to have any-
thing less than a professional law en-
forcement program in their commu-
nity. Indian country law enforcement
programs that receive Federal funding
and/or commissioning will be subject
to a periodic inspection or evaluation
to provide technical assistance, to en-
sure compliance with minimum Fed-
eral standards, and to identify nec-
essary changes or improvements to
BIA policies.

§12.13 What happens if I do not follow
the rules in this part?
Your BIA law enforcement commis-
sion may be revoked, your law enforce-
ment contract may be canceled, and
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you may no longer be eligible for tribal
shares allocated from the law enforce-
ment budget.

§12.14 Where can I find specific poli-
cies and standards for law enforce-
ment functions in Indian country?

BIA will ensure that all Indian coun-
try law enforcement programs are pro-
vided a copy of the most current policy
manuals and handbooks. Every Indian
country law enforcement program cov-
ered by the regulations in this part
must maintain an effective and effi-
cient law enforcement program meet-
ing minimal qualitative standards and
procedures specified in chapter 68 Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs Manual (BIAM)
and the Law Enforcement Handbook.

Subpart C—Authority and
Jurisdiction

§12.21 What authority is given to In-
dian country law enforcement offi-
cers to perform their duties?

BIA law enforcement officers are
commissioned under the authority es-
tablished in 25 U.S.C. 2803. BIA may
issue law enforcement commissions to
other Federal, State, local and tribal
full-time certified law enforcement of-
ficers to obtain active assistance in en-
forcing applicable Federal criminal
statutes, including Federal hunting
and fishing regulations, in Indian coun-
try.

(a) BIA will issue commissions to
other Federal, State, local and tribal
full-time certified law enforcement of-
ficers only after the head of the local
government or Federal agency com-
pletes an agreement with the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs asking that
BIA issue delegated commissions. The
agreement must include language that
allows the BIA to evaluate the effec-
tiveness of these special law enforce-
ment commissions and to investigate
any allegations of misuse of authority.

(b) Tribal law enforcement officers
operating under a BIA contract or com-
pact are not automatically commis-
sioned as Federal officers; however,
they may be commissioned on a case-
by-case basis.
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